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FROM THE PRESIDENTS DESK 
 

 

POWER SUPPLY TO LAE 
We had an excellent brief this week on the Lae Power supply situation from Martin Bigiglen, 
PNG Power Limited’s Regional Manager for the New Guinea Mainland. 
 

Ramu Power Grid 
The Ramu One Power station at Yonki has 5 x 15 MW generators with a total capacity of 75 
MW. The Paunda Hydro Scheme in Enga Province adds a further 12 MW to the electricity 
Grid. 
 

Currently the No. 4 & 5 sets at Ramu One are out of service being overhauled. Each of the 
three remaining units at the Power Station generating at about 11 MW, therefore Yonki is 
only generating 33 MW at the present time. 
 

There are 2 new generators on order @ 9 MW ea. The 1st one should be installed by De�
cember this year and the 2nd one is planned to be in place by March 2013 which will add a 
further 18 MW to the grid. By March 2013 the 2 renovated Generators should be back 
online which will add a further 30 MW back into the system. 
 

After March 2013 the remaining 3 Ramu sets will be pulled off one at a time to be over�
hauled. 
 

All up the Ramu Power will generate 102 MW when and if all generators are running at full 
capacity. 
 

With the current demand for power at 60 MW, the system will generate enough power to 
meet the current demands. 
 
THERMAL GENERATORS 
Diesel Standby generators are located in Lae and Madang. 
1. Lae has sets at Milfordhaven and Taraka sub power stations, with a capacity of 22 
 MW but  only capable of generating 15 MW at the maximum. 
2. Madang has standby sets generating 3 MW 
 
The fact is that there is insufficient power generated on the Ramu Power grid at the present 
time, to meet the demands of Lae City as well as the other towns that are serviced. Until 
March 2013 there will be a need to supplement the power, by the full time operation of the 
Standby generators in Lae and Madang. The output from the Lae generators is unreliable 
and there will be constant load shedding carried out until March next year. 
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POWER SUPPLY TO LAE (Continued)
PNG Power Offers Rebate Scheme 
 

Most companies in Lae have had to install standby generators, due to the irregularity and 
poor quality of the Power, caused in main by the above problems. PNG Power Limited (PPL) 
estimates that there is over 20 MW of privately generated power in Lae.  
 
PPL would like companies with larger generators, to operate these generators at times when 
there is insufficient power in Lae. They are asking these companies to sign an agreement 
with PPL, which will entitle them to a .40t rebate per litre so that they won’t lose money to 
operate their generators. 
 

If you are interested to sign up on this rebate scheme, or if you wish to get more details you 
are asked to contact –  
 

 Martin Bigiglen on email mbigiglen@pngpower.com.pg :phone � 72014018 or  
 Morgan Legra on email mlegra@pngpower.com.pg : phone 71610971 

 

FUTURE PLANS 
 

RAMU 2 POWER STATION 
There are plans for the construction of a separate Ramu Two Power Station. Currently PPL looking 
into the feasibility of this with Land purchases etc to be done. It is planned that this power station will 
have a capacity of 200 MW. 
 

RAMU TOE OF THE DAM POWER STATION 
The Toe of the dam project is going ahead, after PPL had initial contractor problems The toe of the 
dam Power Station will provide power to the Resource Industry particularly Mines. 
 

SHORT TERM PLANS FOR LAE 
 
As Lae will suffer the worst effects of the current shortfall in Power, PPL has plans to construct an 
extra Thermal Power Sub Station. It is now proposed that the station will be established at Singawa 
and currently land issues are being resolved. A JICA (Japanese Aid Agency) expert is currently assess�
ing whether this station is actually necessary, given the developments with the Ramu Power.  
 

OTHER PLANS 
1. The JICA Expert is doing a feasibility study on running a second line from Ramu to Lae. Cur�

rently there is only one line from Ramu to Lae and there is always a risk of damage to this 
line causing a disruption to Power in Lae. Also the existing line follows the Markham River 
down the Markham Valley and the River is a threat because it is constantly changing course. 

2. Longer term plans are to build a small Hydro scheme at the Mongi River (between Lae & 
Finschhafen), with a 95 MW capacity. 

3. PNG Sustainable Ltd has plans for a large Gas operated Generator in the Southern Highlands, 
to satisfy LNG demands, and to sell excess power into the PNG Power Grid. 

4. Governor Wenge is sponsoring an American company, to build power stations in Lae – the 
first being a Diesel generation station with a Capacity of 40 MW to supply Lae (same princi�
ple as the Singawa station) and the second stage Gas fed large generating plant. This submis�
sion is currently before the NEC but there is doubt if they will eventuate. 

 
CURRENT 
PNG Power Limited has embarked on a program to survey the existing power lines in Lae, and pick 
out the potential danger spots. Then they will commit to a schedule to systematically repair these 
potential problems. This will be in addition to normal maintenance. 
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Objectives 
of the LCCI 

� To promote the busi-
ness interests of the 
private sector;  

� To further the eco-
nomic development in 
Lae;   

� To ensure the provision 
of services and utilities 
essential to such de-
velopment; 

� To provide a represen-
tative body for business 
people, which gov-
ernment can consult;   

� To promote support or 
oppose legislation; or 
take any other meas-
ures to improve the 
business community; 

� To provide a forum for 
discussion of private 
sector goals; 

� To pool the strengths of 
business people so that 
together, they can 
accomplish tasks that 
each one alone can-
not achieve; 

� To promote the eco-
nomic viability of the 
area, so those current 
businesses will grow 
and new ones will be 
developed locally; 

� To provide business 
with a common voice. 



 
 

 
 
The Australia Pacific 
Technical College will 
be conducting training 
promotional sessions 
in Lae from Monday 
the 21st to Wednesday 
the 23rd of May. Trevor 
Birney and Rick Harper 
will be at the Lae In�
ternational Hotel for 
this period to provide 
an opportunity for the 
APTC to promote the 
training and scholar�
ship opportunities 
available with the 
members of the 
Chamber of Commerce 
and stakeholders.   
 
On Tuesday evening 
from 5:30 pm on, the 
APTC will provide fin�
ger foods and refresh�
ments for interested 
representatives of 
business community in 
Lae and present a 
short overview of the 
training opportunities 
available with the Col�
lege.  
 
All members will be 
most welcome to at�
tend. Please advise 
Wendie by reply email, 
phone (472 2340) or 
fax (472 6038). 
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IBBM Enterprise Centre 
ToRobert Business Training Centre, Vanama Cresc  

P.O. Box 1721, Port Moresby, NCD. 
Phone: (675) 321 5018, Fax: (675) 321 5017 
Email: info@enterprisecentre.com.pg  or 

  emmanuel.pindao@enterprisecentre.com.pg 

2012 ROADSHOW 

This Road Show in Lae has been re-scheduled to now be held on Tuesday the 22nd May at the 
Lae International Hotel from 9:30am to 11:30am. 
 

As part of the Esso Highland National Content Plan, IBBM Enterprise Centre will be doing 
its 2012 Road Show. Last year (2011) the Enterprise Centre did the Road Show at Project Im-
pacted Areas Upstream. This year it will focus on the main business centres in PNG. It will be 
an opportunity for local businesses in PNG to understand and know the scope of work Exxon 
Mobil is doing and how local businesses can benefit from such a project with the help of the 
Enterprise Centre as an established entity to manage and assist PNG local business to maxi-
mize their participation in the PNG LNG project and achieve global standards of business 
management. 
 

IBBM ENTERPRISE CENTRE ROADSHOW LAE  
 

We have already been contacted by interested participants, and we are still looking at ap-
proximately 50 – 80 members to register for this road show. There’ll be morning coffee and 
tea with a lunch provided after the road show. 
 

As such we anticipate working in partnership with Lae Chambers of Commerce. We believe 
that such initiatives will open the door for local businesses to participate proactively in busi-
ness in the resource sector. Your participation is of course highly appreciated. 

 
2012 IBBM ENTERPRISE CENTRE ROAD SHOW 

 
Lae International Hotel, Lae 

15th May 2012 
9:30 am -11:30 am 

 
 DELEGATE REGISTRATION FORM 

 
Please complete and return this registration form for each member to the President, Lae 
Chamber of Commerce Incorporated, or fax me a copy or email me. For more detail you 
call or email emmanuel.pindao@enterprisecentre.com.pg . Registration enquiries to Tiona 
— Tel (675) 321 5018 or fax on 3215017 

 

DELEGATE INFORMATION 
 

Name: ________________________________________________________ 
Position: ______________________________________________________ 
Company: ____________________________________________________ 
Postal Address: ________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
Telephone: ____________________________________________________ 
Fax: __________________________________________________________ 
E-mail: ________________________________________________________ 
 

Type of Business your company is currently engaged with:  
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________   

AM Coffee and Tea will be provided and lunch refreshment will be served after the 
event. 
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Australian Government AusAID Media Release 
 

MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS � BOB CARR 
 
Australia's four year plan to help the world's poorest 
 

Media release � 8 May 2012 
 

Foreign Minister Bob Carr today announced the introduction of a Comprehensive Aid Policy Framework which 
will guide the growth of the Australian aid budget over the next four years. 
 

'Australia's commitment to international development efforts is contributing to real results,' Mr Carr said. 
 

'Poverty is decreasing in every region of the world, but more remains to be done. 
 

'Lifting the last 1.3 billion people out of extreme poverty is even more challenging than achieving the progress of 
the past 20 years. Many of the people who remain in extreme poverty live in conflict�affected, fragile or remote 
parts of the world, and are the hardest to reach.' 
 

The aid budget is forecast to increase from $4.8 billion in 2011�12 to around $7.7 billion by 2015�16. 
 

In late 2011, the Government committed to developing a Comprehensive Aid Policy Framework. 
 

Mr Carr said the release of the Framework sets a new standard for aid predictability and accountability for Aus�
tralia and its development partners. 
 

The Framework includes forecasts of where Australian aid will be spent over the next four years and the results 
to be achieved in terms of lives saved, people lifted out of poverty, children educated and vulnerable people 
provided with life�saving assistance in times of crises. 
 

The Framework highlights that by 2015�16: 
 Asia and the Pacific will continue to be our highest priority regions, benefiting from over 70 per cent of Austra�
lian aid; our 12 largest bilateral aid recipients will all be in Asia and the Pacific � Indonesia, Papua New Guinea, 
Solomon Islands, Afghanistan, Vietnam, Philippines, Bangladesh, East Timor, Pakistan, Cambodia, Burma and 
Vanuatu; over 30 per cent (up from 27 per cent now) of the aid budget will be delivered through partnerships 
with multilateral organisations, expanding the reach and influence of Australian aid; the World Bank Group, 
Asian Development Bank, World Food Programme and United Nations Children's Fund will be our most signifi�
cant multilateral partners; 25 per cent of the aid budget will be spent on education assistance given its centrality 
to the achievement of all the Millennium Development Goals; and at least 10 per cent of the aid budget (up from 
six per cent in 2007) will be delivered through partnerships with non�government organisations. 
 

More aid will translate into more results. For example, by 2015�16, our aid will: 
 save lives, by helping to vaccinate more than 10 million poor children against preventable childhood diseases; 
provide one million mothers with access during birth to a skilled birth attendant; provide a further 8.5 million 
people with access to safe water; provide a further five million people with access to better sanitation facilities 
and knowledge of hygiene practices; provide life�saving assistance for 30 million vulnerable people in conflict and 
crisis situations; and help a further four million boys and girls to enrol in school and 20 million children to obtain 
a better quality education. 
 

The Government is making itself accountable for these results, and for higher standards of operational effective�
ness. 
 

'Progress against the Framework will be assessed in an Annual Review of Aid Effectiveness that I will present to 
Government each year,' Mr Carr said. 
 

'The Review will judge the performance of the aid program against its headline and operational results, covering 
all government agencies that spend Australian aid overseas, not just AusAID.' 
 

The Review will also recommend changes to the four year budget strategy, updated on a rolling basis, as a result 
of performance or changing circumstances. The first Annual Review of Aid Effectiveness is due by the end of 
October 2012 and will be made publicly available soon after.  
 
Media enquiries: 
Minister's Office: (02) 6277 7500 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade Media Liaison: (02) 6261 1555 
AusAID Media: 0417 680 590  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We do appreciate 
the constant report�
ing of crimes in Lae, 
as it helps with our 
case for better facili�
ties for police and 
increase in their 
numbers, and mobil�
ity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NO.1 HIRE CAR 
“Your alternative Car Rental Choice” 

17 Branches Nationwide 
Range of 4WD D/Cabs, Troopers (10 Seaters), Sedans & Buses. Call Central Reservations at:� 

Lae (HQ) – Nasfund Haus, 2nd Street Lae 
Ph: 479 1546/472 2799 Mobile: (B) 686 7580/690 3585/690 3115 

(D): 7256 7179/7280 7360/7220 2460 Fax: 472 2798/472 8700 
Email: mpss@datec.net.pg 

“WITH OUR EXTENSIVE REPRESENTATION, WE ARE IN A POSITION TO MEET ALL YOUR CAR HIRE ARRANGEMENTS” 
 

 

CRIME 
 
Since last week’s advisory message on Crime trends and precautionary action that 
should be made, the Lae Chamber has been asked to provide some sort of advice on 
what precautions should be made leading up to and during the forthcoming elec�
tions. 
 
I am a member of the Morobe Provincial Election Steering Committee and I tried to 
attend a meeting set down for this morning but it seems that the meeting was de�
ferred. As the Police and Defence Forces are also part of this committee, they are 
the ones to offer the necessary advice on this matter. I will see if there is a meeting 
of this Committee set for next week, so I can try to put together an accurate ap�
praisal of what we can expect by for circulation in next Friday’s News Update. 
 

 
 
 

A FOCUS ON THE PAPUA NEW GUINEA RESOURCE SECTOR 

 
 

 
The latest edition for April/May 2012 of this magazine is now on display at the Lae 
Chamber of Commerce. Read the reports on the HIDDEN GOLD TRADE, JUDICIAL 
BILL CONTROVERSY, BIG BAD AND UGLY FREIGHT and FREEDOM’S LAST 
STAND,  when you get your free copy of this April/May edition, which can be re-
served by contacting Wendie on 472 2340 or by emailing us at lcci@global.net.pg. or 
just come into the chambers and pick up your copy. 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TRANSPARENCY 
VOTER EDUCATION 
PROJECT FOR 2012 
ELECTIONS 
 
SEE THE DETAILS OF 
THE PROVINCIAL 
VOTER EDUCATION 
WORKSHOPS AND 
FORUMS COMING 
THIS WAY. 
 
YOU MAY WISH TO 
ATTEND? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRANSPARENCY INTERNATIONAL PNG 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Arthur Strachan Ltd 
Attention Property Investors, Company Owners 

For Sale by Tender - Lot 9 Section 129, Airways Ave – Lae 

Executive Duplex – 1 x 3 Bedrooms & 1 x 4 Bedrooms  
Rental Potential K360,000.00 Per Annum 

Tender Closing 1st of June 2012, 4.00pm 
http://www.arthurstrachan.com.pg/tenders-auctions   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


