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FROM THE PRESIDENTS DESK 
 

ETHNIC CLASHES IN LAE 
 
What a week with the outbreak of countless ethnic clashes in settlements in and 
around Lae on Monday and continuing throughout the week. The Police were 
stretched to their limit as it is a well known fact that they are undermanned as it is 
and they had their numbers further depleted by the posting of the Morobe based 
Mobile 13 Unit for Royal duties.  
 

1. The Sepik and Engan clash at the Pita Block behind the Four Square Church 
at Kamkumung reignited on Monday as a continuation of a fight on Friday 
which left one dead and one with a serious thigh wound. Some houses were 
destroyed and a further two combatants were killed as a result of Mondays 
fight. The Police were on hand and able to contain the situation and stop fur-
ther problems. The situation has calmed down even though it still remains 
tense. 
The Police were on edge when a small world war II bomb was brought onto 
the site of the conflict with an attempt to ignite it. The Defense Force re-
moved this shell.  

2. The Menyamya versus the Engan Settlers clash at five mile, which has been 
brewing for quite a number of weeks, but certainly deteriorated this week. 
The Menyamya’s announced to the Police, that they wished to march to Lae 
City to hand a petition to the Governor. The police refused permission as 
they believed that such an action could inflame the situation further and 
bring trouble to Lae City, much in the same way that it did last year. 

3. Bumbu Camp where some drunken Morobe youth stabbed to death a Sepik 
youth, raised tensions between the two groups that live in this settlement. 
This trouble has calmed down 

4. Bumayong where Kabwum and Waien settlers had a disagreement, which 
has again settled down. 

5. Kapiak Street where a long standing dispute between the Lord Mayor’s 
Simbu people and the Kabwum settlers, flared up again. This battle has re-
sulted in several houses being torched and the loss of multiple lives over a 2 
year period. Again the predicament has quieted down. 
 

The Police were on the brink of recommending to the Morobe Law & Order Commit-
tee, a fighting zone declaration, but are deferring such a recommendation as all the 
quandaries have quietened down considerably. 
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ETHNIC CLASHES IN LAE (CONTINUED) 
The Police went to the main participants in these clashes and appealed to them to 
calm their own people down and make an effort to stop the conflicts. The Police re-
sources were stretched to the limit by these clashes, which was not good for the 
overall law & order situation in the City. 

 

The Police mentioned that part of the problems is that there is no real leadership in 
the settlements like in the Villages which are still reasonably well structured, with 
their own leadership system. The settlements have no such structure and no-one is 
willing to stick their neck out and make decisions and indeed no-one that is willing to 
follow such decisions. 
 

Tensions are building up as more and more people flock to Lae in search of work and 
are living any where they can. The settlers have tried to stick together in their own 
ethnic groups, but as the available land is being taken up there is an overlapping with 
settlers from other areas, which is the cause of a whole range of social problems and 
ultimately results in a fight of some sort. 
 
The dilemma that is now faced in all urban areas in the country is that the settle-
ments are growing unabatedly and with no planning or control. Hence there definite-
ly will be more and continued problems. This is an evolving crisis and the PNG Gov-
ernment and the Provincial Governments can no longer turn a blind eye to this crisis 
otherwise there will continue to be ethnic clashes, as well as an increase in the al-
ready well established illegal activities such as dealing in drugs and home brew, steal-
ing, sale of stolen goods, prostitution etc. Steps must begin to: 
 

1. Prevent the unemployed squatters from the setting up residence in the ur-
ban areas.  

2. Remove squatter camps from so called vacant Government Land, especially 
drainage and river reserves, where the settlements occupy land that is in 
danger of flooding with disastrous results. 

3. Assist the land owning communities to mobilize their land so that long term 
leases can be offered to those people with employment who need a perma-
nent place of residence. 

4. Update plans for the City to include recreational facilities, schools and park-
lands that are required to give the youth an area to play sport and some-
where they can be occupied. 
 

I realise that there is no quick fix to this intricate problem but the superficial steps 
set out above are a good start. The National Land Development Conference that was 
held by the National Research Institute in Port Moresby two weeks ago came up with 
a range of more concise recommendations. Now is the right time for the Govern-
ments of this country to take the necessary steps to plan for and control the Urban 
Migration in Papua New Guinea, before the ethnic clashes such as recently experi-
enced and the crime gets completely out of hand. 
 

Lae Chamber of 

Commerce Inc. 

2012 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

President 
Alan McLay 

Snr Vice President  

Nigel Merrick 

Jnr Vice President 
Robert Howden 
 

Treasurer 
Stephen Beach 

Councillors 
Philip Franklin  
Peter Diezmann 
Kaity Bluett 
Dennis Brewster 
 

Terry Fuery 
Danny Kepi 
Ben Woo 
Andrew Gunn  
Mike Quinn 
Vanessa Chan Pelgen 
Robert Hansen 

 
Objectives 
of the LCCI 

� To promote the busi-
ness interests of the 
private sector;  

� To further the eco-
nomic development in 
Lae;   

� To ensure the provision 
of services and utilities 
essential to such de-
velopment; 

� To provide a represen-
tative body for business 
people, which gov-
ernment can consult;   

� To promote support or 
oppose legislation; or 
take any other meas-
ures to improve the 
business community; 

� To provide a forum for 
discussion of private 
sector goals; 

� To pool the strengths of 
business people so that 
together, they can 
accomplish tasks that 
each one alone can-
not achieve; 

� To promote the eco-
nomic viability of the 
area, so those current 
businesses will grow 
and new ones will be 
developed locally; 

� To provide business 
with a common voice. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MOROBE 
GOVERNOR TO 

 ADDRESS A 
LUNCHEON WITH 

THE LCCI 
 
BOOK EARLY! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORK PERMIT  
OFFICE IN SHUT 

DOWN OVER 
CHRISTMAS BREAK 

FIND OUT MORE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

YOU ARE INVITED TO OUR LUNCHEON 
 

Join the LCCI with our special guest  
Morobe Governor Kasiga Kelly Naru LLB MP 

 
 You are invited to attend this luncheon with the new Morobe Governor 
 The Governor will announce his policies and directions 
 Highlighting the needs and requirements of the Private Sector 

 
 Where:  Lae International Hotel 
  Bulolo Room 
 Time: 12 Noon to 2 PM 
 Date: Thursday 15th November 2012 
 Cost: K100.00 per head 
 
Book in early to get a seat as regrettably there is only limited space available. 
This is your opportunity to listen to the new direction for Morobe and to 
have an input into addressing the private sectors needs.  
 
Please book early by reply email message to info@lcci.org.pg or ring Jenna 
on 472 2340. Payments can be made direct to the LCCI Office. Bookings will 
close lunchtime on Tuesday 13th November. Please be reminded – no show 
no refund.  

 
 

FOR YOUR URGENT ATTENTION AND INFORMATION 
WORK PERMITS – SHUT DOWN PERIOD 

 

We draw your attention to recent notices in the press regarding the annual “Shut 
Down Period” for Work Permit applications. 
 

The Foreign Employment Office at Moale Haus will be closed from Friday 14th Decem-
ber to Wednesday 9th January. 
 

All applications must be lodged at Moale Haus by COB on Friday 30th November 2012. 
 

From 3-14th December, the office will be open, on the usual times on Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays, only for the collection of granted Work Permits. 
 

Acceptance of new applications resume on Wednesday 9th January 2013. 
 

Renewal applications MUST now be lodged 3 months prior to the work permit expiry 
date. 
 

For further information contact Mr Pius Lahari on 301 1600 or by 
email on enquiries@workpermits.gov.pg.  
 
If like me you have tried the Department of Labour & Industrial Relations website, you 
will find it is out of date and has no relevant information to this information on Work 
Permits.  
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DOING BUSINESS IN PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
 

The response to our last week’s item on the World Bank/IFC DOING BUSINESS 2013 
Report was extremely good with a large number of requests for the electronic copy. 
 

Henry Sanday has forwarded his presentation at the National Land Development Con-
ference to the LCCI, titled SUPPORTING THE GROWTH OF PRIVATE ENTERPRISE: The 
Role of Sub-National Governments in Papua New Guinea. We would be happy to 
pass this electronic version on to you on request. It contains a lot of comparisons be-
tween PNG and other Pacific Countries, on a whole range of Land and business cost 
issues. 
 

If any member still wants an electronic copy of the DOING BUSINESS 2013 Report 
please respond by email. 

 

 
 

 
 

Container Examination Facility 
 

Remember the important awareness exercise on Monday 12th November; Customs Officers 
will deal with a range of pertinent issues on the Container Examination Facility (CEF) that is to 
be constructed in Lae shortly. The awareness session will be held as follows: 
  

Time: 13.00pm – 14.00pm 
 Day & Date: Monday 12th November, 2012  
 Location: Lae International Hotel Conference room  
 

Customs Officers will deal with the following issues in their presentation: 
 

 TECHNICAL DATA  
 IMPLICATIONS FOR INDUSTRY 
 RADIATION SAFETY  
 ENQUIRIES   
 

For more information about the PNG CEFs or other PNG Customs matters, please visit the PNGCS web-
site:  www.customs.gov.pg.  
 
There is still time to advise Jenna at the LCCI Office on 472 2340 of the attendance by you or 
your nominee. 
 

NO.1 HIRE CAR 
“Your alternative Car Rental Choice” 

17 Branches Nationwide 
Range of 4WD D/Cabs, Troopers (10 Seaters), Sedans & Buses. Call Central Reservations at:- 

Lae (HQ) – Nasfund Haus, 2nd Street Lae 
Ph: 479 1546/472 2799 Mobile: (B) 686 7580/690 3585/690 3115 

(D): 7256 7179/7280 7360/7220 2460 Fax: 472 2798/472 8700 
Email: mpss@datec.net.pg 

“WITH OUR EXTENSIVE REPRESENTATION, WE ARE IN A POSITION TO MEET ALL YOUR CAR HIRE ARRANGEMENTS” 

 

 
Chambers establish new certificate of origin structures and 

action programme 
Goa, 06 November 2012 
 
Chamber trade documentation experts from more than 20 countries set in motion a series of 
global initiatives and action plans during their recent meeting on 6 November 2012 in Goa, 
reinforcing their central role in helping business do international trade. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ICCC NEWS ALERT (Cont) 

 
Building upon the launch earlier this year of the ICC WCF International CO Accreditation Chain 
(CO Chain), the Task Force on Certificates of origin, to be known in future as the International 
CO Council (ICO Council), updated members on work with member countries and customs 
agencies in establishing the CO Chain. 

Based upon the International Certificates of Origin Guidelines, the CO Chain brings reassurance 
to business, traders, banks and customs administrations that COs are issued according to in-
ternationally accepted best practices. Participating chambers will be recognized in future by a 
distinctive accreditation seal which will appear on certificates of origin, identifying the cham-
ber as recognized globally to meeting international best practices. 
 

The International Guidelines worldwide acceptance was recently reinforced over the past two 
weeks with their endorsement by nine national chambers from the CIS countries at their re-
gional meeting in Dushanbe, Tajikistan, announced Damir Aitkulov, Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry of the Russian Federation during the meeting. 
 

Underpinning the effective implementation of the chain, the ICO Council approved the crea-
tion of its International CO Accreditation Committee (ICOAC), to support the roll out of the 
chain. 
 

To be chaired by Nigel Rudd, Head of Chamber Accreditation at British Chambers of Commerce 
(BCC), with the support of Atiq Nasib, Senior Director, Commercial Services Sector of the Dubai 
Chamber of Commerce as his deputy, the ICOAC was charged to manage the expansion of the 
CO Chain, prepare recommendations, monitor compliance and formalize the approval of 
chambers wishing to join the chain. 
 

In addition to BCC and Dubai Chamber, the first incoming members of this group include the 
China Council for the Promotion of International Trade / China Chamber of International 
Commerce, Paris Chamber of Commerce, Singapore International Chamber of Commerce, the 
Slovak Chamber of Commerce and the Union of Turkish Chambers/ 
 

“The establishment of the international CO Accreditation Committee is an important step for-
ward for ICC WCF. The widespread implementation of our community’s global standards will 
enable chambers of commerce to become famous for international trade services. I am privi-
leged to be asked to lead the Committee to help chambers’ international businesses to do 
business even better,” said Mr Rudd. 
 

Case studies and experience sharing are an important foundation on the ICO Council’s mission. 
Presentations were made by Homin Kang, Executive Director, Public Business Division at the 
Korea Chamber of Commerce and Industry, showcasing how the network of 71 local chambers 
across Korea manage more than 800,000 preferential and non-preferential COs per year 
online. 
 

Technical expertise and opinions were given in response to questions raised by chambers from 
France, China, Australia and Sweden, seeking global experiences to issues faced currently 
within their country. Chambers also discussed at length recent problems encountered with 
electronic COs and the importance of obtaining recognition of these documents and their digi-

Building upon the launch earlier this year of the ICC WCF 
International CO Accreditation Chain (CO Chain) the Task 
Force on Certificates of origin, to be known in future as the 
International CO Council (ICO Council), updated members on 
work with member countries and customs agencies in estab-
lishing the CO Chain. 
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tal signatures by all customs administrations. 
 

During the meeting, ICC and British Chambers of Commerce announced their partnership to 
provide online training for chamber staff with no access to extended local expertise on CO 
issuance and who wished to follow internationally recognized practices. The training platform 
will be introduced to the chamber community in early 2013. 
 

The meeting was hosted by the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry. 
Learn more about the International CO Chain 
Read the public announcement of the Chain 
Get a copy of the ICC WCF International Certificate of Origin Guidelines 
For further information, please contact 
Anthony PARKES 
Director, WCF - Tel: +33 (0)1 49 53 29  

 

 

MANUFACTURING   
AGRIBUSINESS 
FISHERIES 
FORESTRY 

      2012 

 

UNITECH’s Environmental Research & Management  
Center (ERMC), in collaboration with the Australian Col-

lege of Business & Management (ACBM) 
 
..............is running a 1 Day Workshop on ‘Develop & Implement Workplace 
Sustainability Policy’ at the Lae campus: Tuesday 20th November 2012. 
 

Delivered by Australian guest lecturer, Peter O’Hanlon, the Workshop develops 
the strong ‘business case’ for sustainability and outlines international policy 
trends.  It develops a ‘Ten Point Plan’ for effective business sustainability policy 
and shows how to avoid common design flaws and traps.  
 

Business can reduce their risk vulnerability and increase profitability if they:  
� Employ ‘Tools’ to develop, benchmark and implement key efficiency targets 

and cost savings 
� Employ  KPIs  in performance evaluation and in continuous process improve-

ment or CPI  
� Communicate effectively with key internal and external stakeholders to gain 

policy support and enhance reputation. 
 

The investment cost of the course is K950 and enrolments can be made through 
UNITECH:  
Tel:  Clara Nasusu, ERMC Office, on 473 4689 Or Email: 
  cnasusu@ermc.unitech.ac.pg 
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UNITECH OFFER 
 
Workshop On 
Business  
Sustainability 
Policies And 
Procedures 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

THE NEW PPPNNNGGG   RRREEESSSOOOUUURRRCCCEEESSS MAGAZINE WILL ARRIVE NEXT WEEK 
Issue 3 – 2012 

 
This Magazine Reports on PNG’s Petroleum & Mineral Industry, and is jam packed 
with the most up to date and comprehensive news on this sector. Copies can be 
obtained from the LCCI Office or they can be reserved by contacting Jenna on 472 
2340. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Collect you latest 
Business Advantage 
Magazine 
 
 
 

 
August/September 

edition 

PNG REPORT 
Collect your free 

copy from the LCCI 
Office 

 
 
 

 
UNITECH 

DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT (Cont) 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The very latest August/September 2012 edition of this magazine is now on display at 
the Lae Chamber of Commerce. Read the reports on the BRAIN DRAIN (Poaching 
PNG Nationals), SELLER’S MARKET (explorers hold the cards), PNG RETREATS (the 
FIFO tourist dollar), LAST FRONTIER (PNG’s unknown biodiversity) and more, when 
you get your free copy of this August/September edition, which can be reserved by 
contacting Jenna on 472 2340 or by emailing us at info@lcci.org.pg or just come into the 
chambers and pick up your copy. 
  

 
 
 
 

 


