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FROM THE PRESIDENTS DESK 
 

ETHNIC UNREST 
This week we saw the renewed clash between certain ethnic groups again in Lae. This seems 
to be the prolongation of the problems that brought the City to a standstill almost exactly 18 
months ago. This time it was triggered off by a bus driver and crew who seriously molested 
and assaulted a woman passenger, and when a young seminary student tried to save her, he 
was set upon and thrown to his death from the bus. A resultant fight occurred and several 
buildings were burnt in the back road settlement, and an unrelated bus was set fire to and 
demolished. 
 

By Tuesday there were no buses operating in Lae City as the operator’s feared retribution 
and destruction of their precious assets. On Wednesday most buses were back on the road, 
but only to as far as the Unitech gates and definitely not to the Malahang and Bumayong 
areas.  
 

The Morobean people expressed their exasperation for the lack of action to their demands 
of 1½ years ago, and insisted that they hand over a petition to the Governor at a demonstra‐
tion they ca lled for outside his office. The Police would not allow this mob to come into the 
city and advised the Governor to trav el to the Bumay ong area to take the petition there in‐
stead. To a llow them into Lae could lik ely  cause problems again with unruly and damaging 
behav iour.  
 
Withdrawal of Buses 
 

The business houses have all suffered this week due to this conflict. The withdrawal of all 
buses meant that many work ers could not come to work and a lot of customers were left 
stranded with no means to get to the city.  All retail stores lost customers – and will nev er 
pick up the lost sa les again.  
 

One of the demands from the Morobe petitioners is to take the bus PMV licenses from the 
hands of the Highlands group, expressly the Western Highlanders. They claim that the 
Western Highlanders dominate the buses in Lae, and that the population is at the mercy of 
these bus owners, ev ery time they are inv olv ed in a clash. The petitioners demanded the 
PMV licences be issued to Morobe people only.  
 

The Governor said his Government would issue instructions to the Morobe Land Transport 
Board consider a “Quota Allocation” system, whereby 60% of the PMV licenses would be 
reserved for Morobeans. 
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ETHNIC PROBLEMS (Cont) – PMV Quota System   

 

I can see the reason behind the Governors thinking, but the trouble is that a quota system 
guarantees the ownership will lay with people from one Province, which means that if  this 
group is responsible for trouble in the future, buses may again be withdrawn from serv ice. 
 

It may be better to return to a Public Bus Serv ice again as was operated in the 1970’s, to be 
operated by the Prov ince or the Urban Authority, or under a Public Private Partnership 
(PPP) arrangement, where shares are held by various private companies or individuals. 
Whichever way the Government decides to go, the move away from indiv idual ownership 
by one group of people is possibly the best. A series of buses operated under proper centra l 
management control could ensure that all the worst things that we see with the bus opera ‐
tors at the moment can be addressed:  

 Operation of Road worthy bus es in good mechanical condition 
 Bus es cleaned each day 
 Properly trained drivers , who know the road rules 
 Drivers and  crew who are clean and tidy, and in uniforms  
 Appropriate Insurances f or 3 rd party acc idents  or passenger injuries 
 No chewing betel nut, spitting or throwing items f rom windows  
 etc  

 

Other Issues  
 

As far as I can see there are still unresolved issues in the city that were highlighted when the 
first violence occurred 18 months ago:  

 The street gangs are still operating in shopping areas and bus stops, especially at 
Erik u. The public, in particular women are being harassed and threatened by thugs, 
stealing bags, mobile phones and other personal belong ings as well as being sexually 
harassed. This can be prevented if there is more of a presence of the City Commu‐
nity Police at the hot spots in the city 

 Street sellers who very aggressively flog goods which are obviously stolen, should be 
removed or arrested 

 The Lae City Mark et has become overrun with illegal street sellers and gangs of bag 
snatches. The City Authority must take control of the mark et again to make it a safer 
place for the public and the produce sellers.  

 The seemingly  unresolvable problem associated with settlements & squatter camps 
 

We are to s it down with the Governor at a  working lunch soon and will be highlighting our 
concern over this current clash and other unresolved problems, in consideration to the dis‐
ruption of business in the city.  
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Objectives 
of the LCCI 

 To promot e the bus i-
ness int erests  of t he 
privat e s ect or;  

 To furt her t he eco-
nomic development  in 
Lae;   

 To ens ure t he provis ion 
of s erv ices  and ut ilities  
ess ent ial t o s uch de-
velopment ; 

 To provide a re pres en-
t ative body for business 
people,  which gov-
ernment  can consult ;   

 To promot e s upport  or 
oppos e legis lation; or 
t ake any ot her meas -
ures  t o improve t he 
bus iness  communit y; 

 To provide a forum for 
dis cuss ion of private 
s ector goals ; 

 To pool t he strengths  of 
bus iness  people s o t hat 
t oget her, t hey can 
accomplis h t as ks  that  
each one alone can-
not  achieve; 

 To promot e the eco-
nomic v iability of the 
are a, s o thos e current  
bus iness es  will grow 
and new ones  w ill be 



 

 
STILL  OFFER  

SPECIAL  RATES TO 
LAE CHAMBERS OF 

COMMERCE  
MEMBERS  

 
Pleas e quote COR201 3  
when you make your 
booking at the Shangri ‐
la to get this s election  
of complimentary of ‐
fers. 
 
If in doubt ring the LCCI 
Office and we will as‐
sist you contact the 
hotel. 

 
 
These are the 
new Councillors 
for 2013 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 LCCI ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
The Annual General Meeting was held on Tuesday this week at the Lae International Hotel 
Bulolo Room. For the first time, the normal Councillors monthly meeting  for April was car‐
ried out immediately prior to the AGM, so that the attendees and prospective councillors 
could see for themselves how the monthly meetings are conducted, and some of the perti‐
nent important issues that were under discussion, could be understood. 
 
The roll up of just under forty members was very pleasing, and they observed the President 
and the Treasurer mak e their reports, and the office bearers duly  elected into office.  
 
The elected and re‐elected councillors were:  
 
Executive:  
POSI TION NAME COMPANY 
1. PRESI DENT: ALAN McLAY  MBC Consultancy   
2. SENIOR VI CE PRESIDENT:  NI GEL MERRI CK  Warner Shand Lawyer 
3. JUNIOR VI CE PRESI DENT:  ROBERT HOWDEN  Express F reight Management 
4. TREAS URER:  STEPHEN BEACH PriceWaterhouseCooper 
5. IMMEDIATE PAST PRES: PHIL F RANKLI N Dalfar Consultants 
 
Councillor: 
NAME COMPANY  SECTOR  
6. ANDREW GUNN Dulux Manufacturing  
7. KAITY BLUETT Attic Holdings Property Management 
8. MIKE QUI NN the Professional Real Estate 
9. PETER DIEZMANN Interoil Products Ltd Retailing F uel 
10. DENNIS BREWSTER BS P Bank  Financial Serv ices  
11. TERRY FUERY Consort Shipping  Shipping 
12. DANNY KEPI  Regional Eng ineering  Engineering  
13. VANESSA CHAN‐PELGEN Vanco Tourism 
14. BOB HANSEN  Mainland Holdings Ltd Agri Business 
14. BELI NDA EDWARDS Lae Travellers Inn Tourism & Hospita lity  
 
The evening  concluded with a few pleasant drinks over a cheese platter. Those who at‐
tended used this occasion to network with fellow members. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PPL will be 
load shedding 
on SUNDAY 
this coming 
weekend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The PNG Report and 
PNG RESOURCES 

magazines are on 
display at the LCCI  
Office for  your col

lection.  B oth ar e 
br imming with U P 
TO DATE news of 
the Nation – with 

absolute must read 
infor mation on 

MOROBE PROVIN CE.  
 

Collec t your c opy  
today or book a  copy 
by ringing Jenna on  

472 2340. 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

  



 
Last  week we pub

lishe d a lette r 
from the Depart
ment of Labour 
that advised of 

Compulsory 
worker’s compen
sation inspections!  

 
Department of La‐

bour Inspectors will 
commence Inspec‐
tions on 19th April 

through to 19th No‐
vember 2013.  

 
 
Business Advantage 
article of the week! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NO.1 HIRE CAR 
“Your alternative Car Rental Choice” 

 

17 Branches Nationwide 
Range of 4WD D/Cabs, Troopers (10 Seaters), Sedans & Buses. Call Central Reservations at:‐ 

Lae (HQ) – Nasfund Haus, 2
nd

 Street Lae 
Ph: 479 1546/472 2799 Mobile: (B) 686 7580/690 3585/690 3115 

(D): 7256 7179/7280 7360/7220 2460 Fax: 472 2798/472 8700 

Email: mpss @datec.ne t.pg 
 

“WITH OUR EXTENSIV E REPRESENTATION, WE ARE IN A POSITION TO MEET ALL  YOUR CAR HIRE AR RANGEMENTS” 

 

Vodafone Bemobile: the work begins 
Success has many  fathers. Back row (from  left): Acting MD Michael Ah Koy , Company  Secretary Chris Allen, Aisake Taito (FNPF 

CEO), Pradeep Lal (Vodafone), Fij i PM Voreqe Bainimarama, PNG PM Peter O’Neill, Wasantha Kumarasiri (IPBC), Public Enterprises 
Minister Ben Micah 

Front row (from left): Incom ing Chairman Andrew Johnson, Aj ith Kodagoda (FNPF Chairman), outgoing Chairman Syd Yates, IPBC 
Chairman Thomas Webster 

 

24 Apr 2013 by Business Advantage  

 
The transfor mation of the Bemobile mobile p hone compa ny f ollowing la st wee k’s re-
porte d re str ucture has begun, with Bemobile’ s Regional CEO f or Papua New Guinea a nd 
Solomon Isla nds, Pra deep  Lal, alrea dy in PNG to take the  reins. 
 
The com pany ’s new CEO has hit the ground running, already  identify ing the key  priorities. 
‘There are some business im peratives for operating a m obile telecomm unications business, which is no secret,’ Pradeep Lal 

told Business Advantage PNG. ‘These include network infrastructure, coverage and capacity issues. These are some immediate 

priority  areas for the business we have identified which need urgent attention.’ 

The new ownership structure will also see the company rebranded: 
‘Re-branding will comm ence as soon as the intricacies have been worked out. Branding is not an every day  exercise and therefore 

we will take a very  m easured and practical approach to re-branding,’ said Lal, who could not confirm how the new branding 

would look, except to confirm  that ‘Bem obile will remain part of any  new re-branding exercise given the local peoples’ affinity 

and love for the brand.’ 
A review of Bem obile’s current products and services is also under way. 

‘We are reviewing the existing suite of products and services being offered to identify  our strengths and also new opportunities 

available to the business,’ he told Business Advantage PNG. ‘Based on these findings, we will  be offering m ore custom ized and 

tailor m ade products to suit the market needs.’ 
Lal also said the company was currently  interviewing ‘som e very qualified and experienced telecomm unications executives’ for 

senior management roles, a process expected to be completed over the next few days. 

A new board for the company  is also being put in place, with Andrew Johnson replacing Sy d Yates as Chairm an, Wasantha 

Kumarasiri and Paul Kom boi representing the PNG Government’s Independent Public Business Corporation and Aj ith 
Kodagoda and Jaoj i Koroi representing the Fij i National Provident Fund. 

 
 

 



 

ICC News Alert! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PwC Corpor ate Chal‐
lenge at Sir I gnatius 

Kilage Stadium 
Sunday 19 May 2013 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AUSTRALI A LEADING 
THE FI GHT AGAI NST 
HIV/AIDS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

UNICRI and! ICC BASCAP r elease new report on Proceeds of Crime legisl ation 
Istanbul, 2 5 April 2013  
 

The United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute (UNICRI) and ICC Business Action to Stop 
Counterfeiting and Piracy (BASCAP) released a new report advocating the confiscation of the proceeds of crime 
as an effective tool which governments can implem ent against the infiltration of transnational organized crime 
into the illicit business of counterfeiting and piracy. 
http://www.iccwbo.org/News/Articles/2013/UNICRI-and-ICC-BASCAP-release-new-report-on-Proceeds-of-Crime-legis lation/ 
 
Certificate of Origin experts meet to strengthen trade documentation  
Doha 24 April  2013  
 

Chamber trade experts from more than 28 countries have met to continue a series of dialogues o! n electronic 
certificates of origin (eCOs), preferential certificat es of origin (PCOs) issuance and self‐certification. Strengthen‐
ing trade documentation ties among the chamber network and reinforcing its central role in global tr ade facilita‐
tion, discussions took place in Doha at a Certificate of Origin Council meeting in Doha. 
http://www.iccwbo.org/News/Articles/2013/Certificate-of-Origin-experts-meet-to-strengthen-trade-documentation/ 

 
 

Australia strengthens leadership role  in global 
HIV/AIDS fight 

24 April, 2013 

 
Australia will help spearhead the global fight against HIV and AIDS following its appointment to a key leadership role on the United 
Nations body that aims to unite the world against AIDS. 
 

Australia’s Ambassador for HIV/AIDS, Malaria and Tuberculosis, Mr James Gilling, said Australia had been appointed Vice Chair of the 
Programme Coordinating Board of the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) in 2013.  
 

‘This is a key leadership role in the global response to HIV and AIDS, which ensures Australia is at the forefront of UNAIDS’ efforts to 
achieve zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS‐related deaths,’ Mr Gilling said.  
 

Mr Peter Woolcott, Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the United Nations, Geneva, will represent Australia in the role of 
Vice Chair. 
 

Mr Gilling also said that Australia would increase its influence through a second seat at the Programme Coordinating Board during 2013 
and 2014, representing our constituency of five countries—Australia, Canada, Greece, New Zealand and Turkey. 
 

These developments come as a senior delegation from UNAIDS visits Australia this week meeting AusAID and organisers of AIDS 2014, 
the 20th International AIDS Conference, being held in Melbourne in July next year. 
 

‘AIDS 2014 will be the largest medical conference to be held in Australia and will bring together around 18,000 of the world’s leading 
scientists, healthcare providers, public health experts, political, community and business leaders as well as the HIV ‐affected 
community,’ Mr Gilling said. ‘Australia is a strong supporter of the work of UNAIDS both globally and in the Asia Pacific region.’ 
 
 



 
TIPN G 
 
Have assisted the 
establishment of the 
committee to over‐
see the W alk against 
Corruption in Lae 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Last week we pub
lished a letter fr om 
the fund r aisers for 
the 49th  Medical 
Symposium.  If you 
would like to BE 
PART OF  THE Official 
Launching of the 
49TH MEDI CAL  
SYMPOSIUM?  
 
Ring Hedda Awagasi 
on 7688 4905 or  at 
Angau Hospital on 
472 0224 

. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WALK AGAINST CORRUPTION COMMITTEE 
 

TIPNG has set up a committee who are org anizing to bring the annual Walk Against Corruption in Lae. 
 

The executiv es are: 
 

 Chairman ‐ Mr.Brian Alois (Department of Works Lae)  
 Deputy Chairman ‐ Mr.David Wissink (MMJV)  
 Treasurer ‐ Mrs.Sarah Haoda‐Todd (Lae Everclean)  
 Secretar y ‐Mrs.Evah Banige (Departm ent of Works) 

 

The Lae Si r Anthony Siaguru Walk Ag ainst Corruption (SASWAC) will be having its 2nd TIPNG MEETING of the Lae 
Committee 
Date: Sunday 28 th April ,2013  
Venue: Lae Christian  Academy Chapel 
Time: 3pm ‐ 4pm 
 

All committee members and other interested individuals are asked to come along.  
 

For further information, please contact the Chairman Mr.Brian Alois on 768 79931 or Secretary ‐ Ev ah Banige on 
738 37005/763 22905. 
 
 

 

 

 



 
CHI KUNGUNYA 

 
Two Months ago we 
displayed a message 

on this danger ous 
disease. 

 
We are displaying 
this new fact sheet 

on this disease.  
 

The infor mation is 
very relevant and 

should be taken no‐
tice of – useful 

against Malaria and 
Dengue Fever as 

well! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


