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FROM THE PRESIDENTS DESK 
 

NZPNG BUSINESS COUNCIL DELEGATION TO LAE 
 
On Thursday the NZ-PNG Business Council organized 13 New Zealand Business Delegates to 
visit Lae. The team was led by Her Excellency Marion Crawshaw the New Zealand High 
Commissioner to PNG, along with Michael Greenslade NZTE’s Trade Commissioner for the 
Pacific, Stephen Eagle Chairman, NZPNG Business Council in Auckland NZ and Foreign Affairs 
& Trade personnel. 
 
The team left for Port Moresby on Friday Morning, where they will remain until Saturday. 
 
The group made visits to numerous companies in Lae, which provided a good cross section 
of the business community. A cocktail function arranged by the business council on Thurs-
day evening, provided an opportunity for the delegates to network with Chamber members. 
Some of the delegates were also able to meet members on a one on one basis. 
 
The increased number of Trade Missions to Lae and PNG on a whole is due to the good eco-
nomic conditions in PNG in general, as companies from other countries are taking the op-
portunity to look at expansion of their business or improved trade with PNG. This interest is 
not only displayed by the Private Sector but by Political leaders – see the article on this topic 
under the Business Advantage extracted articles later in this newsletter.  
 

Prime Minister’s business delegation to Indonesia 
 
The Prime Minister will make an official visit to Jakarta, Indonesia from 17-21st June. He will 
take a business delegation from PNG with him and he is hoping that a reasonable sized 
group of Lae businesses will accompany him. 
 
IPA is liaising with Air Niugini for transport arrangements and any details as to special fares 
etc are yet to be finalized. Likewise accommodation is yet to be finalized. 
 
At this stage we are asking for early expressions of interest for those who are interested in 
making the trip. 
 
Please send us your details – name, phone, company and email and we will get back to you 
with further information shortly as it comes to hand. 
 
If there is enough interest we could arrange further sessions with the Indonesia CCI. 
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CLOSURE OF LAE OFFICE FOR AUSTRALIAN PASSPORTS & VISA’S 
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Objectives 
of the LCCI 

 To promote the busi-
ness interests of the 
private sector;  

 To further the eco-
nomic development in 
Lae;   

 To ensure the provision 
of services and utilities 
essential to such de-
velopment; 

 To provide a represen-
tative body for business 
people, which gov-
ernment can consult;   

 To promote support or 
oppose legislation; or 
take any other meas-
ures to improve the 
business community; 

 To provide a forum for 
discussion of private 
sector goals; 

 To pool the strengths of 
business people so that 
together, they can 
accomplish tasks that 
each one alone can-
not achieve; 

 To promote the eco-
nomic viability of the 
area, so those current 
businesses will grow 
and new ones will be 
developed locally; 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join in on the Walk 
against corruption 

this coming Sunday! 
If you are too late to 

officially Register, 
just turn up and reg-

ister on the spot. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The NRA Advises the 
Okuk Highway will 

be closed all Sunday 
on the 

Chimbu/Jiwaka 
Border 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Collect your free 
copy of the newly 

arrived  
PAPUA NEW 

GUINEA  
INDUSTRY REVIEW  

magazine 
 

There are still a few 
copies of  

PNG Report and  
PNG RESOURCES 
magazines for your 

collection at the 
LCCI Office.  

 
Collect your copy  

today or book a copy 
by ringing Jenna on  

472 2340. 

WWALK AGAINST CORRUPTION  – this coming Sunday 
 
The walk against corruption will be held in Lae for the first time on Sunday 26th May. A 
map of the route of the event appeared in last week’s newsletter. This very good cause 
needs the support of the Private sector and we ask that you encourage your employees to 
make the effort to participate. The walk is 5 KM and will start at the Sir Ignatius Kilage 
Stadium at 6:00 AM this coming Sunday.  
 

Registration forms are available from - Evah Banige on 738 37005/ 763 22905. 
 

For further information, please contact the Chairman Mr. Brian Alois on 768 79931 or Secretary - Evah Banige 
on 738 37005/763 22905. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A great offer for 
a wide choice of 
Hotels in FNQ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Business Advantage 
article of the week! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OFFER BY THE ACCOR HOTEL GROUP CAIRNS 
 

The network of Accor Hotels in TNQ represents 5 stars through to your budget 3.5 star accommodation, located from 
Cairns through to Port Douglas.  
 

Accor TNQ offer a 15% Discount on our “Best Available Rates” plus FREE Upgrades to the LAE Chamber of Com-
merce, as an extension of their rates to the Cairns Chamber of Commerce and the fact that Cairns and Lae also 
share a sister city arrangement.  
 

Ranked by STAR Rating and Region: 
- Cairns  

o Pullman Reef Hotel Casino 
o Pullman Cairns International 
o Cairns Harbour Lights (Apartments) 
o Novotel Cairns Oasis Resort 
o Mercure Cairns Harbourside 
o Ibis Styles Cairns Colonial Club 
o Ibis Styles Cairns 

 

- Palm Cove 
o Pullman Sea Temple Palm Cove Resort and Spa  
o M Gallery Reef House Boutique Resort and Spa  
o Novotel Palm Cove 
o Grand Mercure Palm Cove  

 

- Port Douglas 
o Pullman Sea Temple Port Douglas Resort and Spa  

 

If you wish to book at any of these hotels, contact the Lae Chamber of Commerce for an introduction. 
 

Australia-PNG: Maintaining momentum 
 

by Jenny Hayward-Jones - 17 May 2013 3:04PM  
 

Papua New Guinea has been the beneficiary of an awful lot of love from Australia of late. 
Our nearest neighbor has been treated to visits from the Governor-General, new Parliamentary Secretary for 
Pacific Island Affairs Matt Thistlethwaite, Foreign Affairs Minister Bob Carr, Prime Minister Julia Gillard and this 
week Queensland Premier Campbell Newman. 
 

This much attention lavished on one country in such a short space of time suggests a crisis in the relationship, 
but these visits were more about a belated recognition of PNG's growing economic importance to Australia. 
 

Julia Gillard's first visit to PNG as Prime Minister put some substance around her promised new chapter in the bilat-

eral relationship between Australia and PNG. It may not have been particularly startling, but was vital nonetheless. 
 

There is plenty of substance at the official level and in the business relationship to keep the momentum up in this 
new chapter. But if Papua New Guinea is as important to us as the Prime Minister has declared, it deserves the 
same kind of political attention as our other first order bilateral relationships. We can't afford to wait another 
five years for the Australian Prime Minister to drive some high level attention to the relationship. There are a 
number of opportunities that can be seized by both sides to ensure momentum is not lost. 
 

NO.1 HIRE CAR 
“Your alternative Car Rental Choice” 

 

17 Branches Nationwide 
Range of 4WD D/Cabs, Troopers (10 Seaters), Sedans & Buses. Call Central Reservations at:- 

Lae (HQ) – Nasfund Haus, 2nd Street Lae 
Ph: 479 1546/472 2799 Mobile: (B) 686 7580/690 3585/690 3115 

(D): 7256 7179/7280 7360/7220 2460 Fax: 472 2798/472 8700 
Email: mpss@datec.net.pg 

 

“WITH OUR EXTENSIVE REPRESENTATION, WE ARE IN A POSITION TO MEET ALL YOUR CAR HIRE ARRANGEMENTS” 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Australia-PNG: Maintaining momentum (Cont) 
 

 
 
The Queensland Government has stepped up immediately. 
 

Queensland is the state that does the most business with Papua New Guinea and is at the pointy end of Austra-
lian interactions with PNG's health crisis. Campbell Newman's visit, with its focus on business, health and police 
cooperation will probably have more immediate practical impact for Papua New Guineans than the agreements 
signed by the two Prime Ministers. The memorandum signed between Premier Newman and PNG Prime Minister 
Peter O'Neill calls for face-to-face meetings between PNG and Queensland every six months, something that 
Prime Minister Gillard could not promise. 
 

Newman's commitments on behalf of Queensland are a good thing because they serve to further broaden and 
deepen the relationship. They should be seen as an integral part of the bilateral relationship, even if not driven 
by Canberra. 
 

To her great credit, Prime Minister Gillard seized the opportunity in Port Moresby to champion the rights of women in 

Papua New Guinea, raising it during her state dinner speech and announcing a PNG Women in Business initiative. As I've 

argued previously in these pages, the first female Australian Prime Minister has responsibility to advocate for PNG's 
women, who endure appalling levels of domestic violence.  
 

Australian women are themselves standing in solidarity with PNG women, holding events to coincide with protests by 
women in Papua New Guinea itself. Encouraging more Australian women politicians on both sides of politics to 
provide personal support, with the assistance of the aid program, to their counterparts in the PNG parliament 
and to aspiring women politicians could be beneficial. More regular opportunities such as these meetings of women 

parliamentarians would help. 
 

Papua New Guinea also has a responsibility to build momentum in the relationship. Prime Minister O'Neill is a 
frequent visitor to Australia and has demonstrated he knows us well and feels comfortable being frank with the 

Australian Government. He needs to maintain the high level attention he's captured from Canberra by staying in 
regular touch with the Australian prime minister and senior ministers. O'Neill's own children study in Australia, 
part of the next generation of PNG's friends of Australia, and representing the Prime Minister's personal stake in 
the bilateral relationship. 
 

PNG's investments in Australia total $1.8 billion, which interestingly far exceeds the amount of annual Australian 
aid given to PNG ($463 million). Australia is also the most popular destination for PNG students completing their 
tertiary studies abroad, with 1268 students from PNG studying in Australia, mostly at post-graduate level, in 
2012. Leveraging these elements of the bilateral relationship will help the PNG Government strengthen its influ-
ence in Australia. 
 

Investing in this new stage of the relationship with Australia will help PNG establish itself as a modern and repu-
table partner and increase opportunities for PNG to broaden its bilateral relationships with other countries. 
 
Photo by Flickr user UN Women Asia & the Pacific. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul Barker is with 
INA and raises many 
of those issues with 
the development of 
Agriculture in Papua 
New Guinea. 
 
Is there a real com-
mitment by the 
Government to ad-
dress all the prob-
lems that are affect-
ing the Agricultural 
Industry? 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Opinion: Give Papua New Guinea agriculture the break it needs 
 

22 May 2013 by Paul Barker Leave a Comment  
Paul Barker argues for a far greater emphasis on Papua New Guinea’s largest most widespread economic activity 
— agriculture. 
 

Lip service is often paid to the importance of the agriculture sector, which provides the livelihoods for over 80% 
of Papua New Guinea’s population. Concern is also expressed at the level of urban population growth and the 
limited capacity of PNG’s towns to absorb such numbers. 
 

Yet, for years, successive governments have largely ignored the needs of rural households, scandalously raising, 
then dashing hopes by setting up overdue sector support funding (notably, the National Agriculture Develop-
ment Plan) and then largely wasting it. 
 

The farmers’ associations, like the Rural Industries Council, could see this coming and recommended a transpar-
ent mechanism, but this was ignored. 
 

Sadly, over the years, PNG’s various reputable agricultural institutions have been undermined or left to deterio-
rate with inadequate financial support, poor management and oversight. PNG’s farmers’ strong need for sound 
professional support and advice, provided through research and practical field experience, has not been met. 
 

The sector’s institutions certainly need reform to make them accountable, principally to PNG’s own farmers. 
Some can certainly be merged, and the Department of Agriculture and Livestock converted into a largely pro-
ducer-controlled, professional and responsive organisation. 
 

But neither agriculture’s prospects, nor other industries (including manufacturing or tourism), can be guaranteed 
unless the economy is competitive. 
 

The new Government’s commitment and focus on infrastructure, law and order, education and health, and es-
pecially shifting funds to the Districts, sustainable development and diversification is a welcome and overdue 
shift in favour of ordinary PNG households and rural areas, including suffering farmers (if the capacity is there to 
implement the bold aims). 
 

Whether they are rural or peri-urban farmers/gardeners, PNG’s producers require: 
 

 Land (usually just a few hectares), with adequate tenure security to make long term commitments 
 market access (that they are sufficiently close to market outlets, or a reliable road, air or shipping service 

to get produce out without it deteriorating unduly) 
o adequate price, which in turns requires  
o suitable and consistent world or local market, which in agriculture is often not the case. Stabilisation 

schemes were provided hitherto in PNG for some major crops to reduce price/income fluctuations 
o suitable exchange rate (ie that the kina is not too strong against the currency—often US dollars for 

cash crops—in which the product price is set). With major influxes of foreign exchange into PNG for 
resource projects, the kina tends to appreciate, undermining farmer prices and returns. 

 safety, security and low risk of produce theft 
 availability of quality and pest/disease resistant planting material 
 skills (in production, marketing and business) 
 market information and know-how, especially entailing new material or how to add value 
 access to improved producer support, through cooperatives, group marketing and private partnerships 
 access to savings, credit and advice 
 risk minimisation through crop diversification, stabilisation or support arrangements when prices fall be-

low a certain threshold, and insurance 
 

Now is the chance for government to demonstrate that it recognises the critical role of agriculture in providing 
broad household needs and income, as well as 30% of GDP and sustainable production and exports. 
 

PNG has millennia of agricultural production and skills behind it. It has good agricultural land. The country has no 
option but to foster its agricultural sector and associated downstream processing and value-adding, both as it 
provides sound long term and broad-based opportunities for the majority of the population, but also because 
there are no options which will absorb its fast-growing workforce for the foreseeable future. 
 

But neither agriculture’s prospects, nor other industries (including manufacturing or tourism), can be guaranteed 
unless the economy is competitive. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ICC News Alert! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Give Papua New Guinea agriculture the break it needs (Cont) 
The cost of living is extraordinarily high, even for a developed country. Going for top quality niche products is 
one way to overcome high costs, but it’s crucial that these overall costs are reduced to really increase opportuni-
ties. 
 

Many of these costs fall in the category of ‘public goods’ provided by the State. Poor roads, policing, utilities, 
extension services etc undermine business and opportunities, but could be addressed if government uses its 
revenue much more effectively and accountably. 
 

Now is the chance for government to demonstrate that it recognises the critical role of agriculture in providing 
broad household needs and income, as well as 30% of GDP and sustainable production and exports. 
 

Let this be on the basis of wide and effective industry consultation, however, rather than driven from above, or 
by some cronies or lobbyists pushing their own barrel. 
 

Give the agricultural sector a chance, by first listening to those who live and work in it. 
 

Paul Barker is Director of the Papua New Guinea Institute of National Affairs, a privately funded, non-profit think-
tank based in Port Moresby. 
  

 
 

 

MOU with Arbitration Place boosts ICC Arbitration in North America 
Paris, 21 May 2013 

A memorandum of understanding (MOU) between the International Chamber of Commerce 
and Arbitration Place – an arbitration hearing centre in Toronto, Canada – is set to benefit the 
international arbitration community and reinforce the ICC International Court of Arbitration’s 
commitment to North America. 

http://www.iccwbo.org/News/Articles/2013/MOU-with-Arbitration-Place-boosts-ICC-Arbitration-in-North-America/ 

Seize opportunity to join ICC Institute through simplified membership 
Paris, 16 May 2013 

A restructured membership programme for ICC’s Institute of World Business Law promises to 
expand the unique network and attract further involvement from qualified legal practitioners 
and others interested in the practice, study and development of international business law. 

http://www.iccwbo.org/News/Articles/2013/Seize-opportunity-to-join-ICC-Institute-through-simplified-membership/ 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TETANUS 
 

The Department 
calls on the Private 
Sector to assist with 
the Third Round of 
Tetanus Vaccina-

tions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

TETANUS 
 
The Secretary of the Department of Health is holding an advocacy meeting on how he 
expects the Private Sector to assist in supporting the third round of Tetanus vaccinations 
throughout Papua New Guinea. As this meeting will be in Port Moresby and time is short, I 
suggest that you contact the Department of Health on phone 3013601/34, fax 3013604 or 
email health_secretary@health.gov.pg. The LCCI will try to obtain further details on contacts 
or possible further advocacy at a more convenient location and advise accordingly.   
 

 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 


